
Submission from a Social Subjects faculty in a rural 
comprehensive 
 

1. How would you describe the communication and support provided by 
the SQA for schools and individual departments or teachers? 
 
Lacking in information. When the announcement was made on 19th March to 
cancel exams teachers had no other guidance on how pupils would be graded 
except a notional statement about it would be based on coursework and 
teacher estimates. The official guidance on how this would actually work was 
not published until 20th April.  
 
The announcement that exams should be cancelled should not have been 
made until there was a firm plan in place. As such a great deal of stress and 
worry was created for teachers and pupils and parents. 
 

2. What support is there to estimate where pupils lie in bands and refined 
bands? 
 
The information on refined bands is ok but is heavily dependant on prelim 
marks. More definition and clarity of “inferred attainment” is needed. Is there a 
threshold on inferred attainment as many pupils failed their prelim but will 
study last minute and “pull it out the bag” on the day of the exam.  
Information on ranking is very vague. It states that the evidence should be 
compared-is the attitude and work ethic of the pupil included in this or is it 
hard evidence? 
 

3. What could the further guidance being prepared usefully cover including 
further details that will be issued by the SQA on the appeals process?  
 
What specific evidence will be accepted for appeals? What evidence can be 
used to help rank order? 

 
4. What are the resource implications for teachers and schools producing 

estimates?  
 
Issue is that a lot of “hard” evidence e.g. class tests, homework, timed essays 
are stored in schools so teachers do not have access to the material that they 
should be using to make these important decisions. Many teachers in our 
faculty who had to leave school quickly only have prelim results as everything 
else is in school. 
  

5. To what degree are teachers setting tasks now to gather evidence to 
estimate grades and rankings? 

Before the Easter break some teachers in our faculty were asking pupils to 
complete essays however most teachers tried to gather other previous 
evidence e.g. from jotters, homeworks etc 



6. What are the challenges in assessing distinctions in pupils? (for 
example individuals who work unevenly through the year and perform 
well at exams alongside candidates that do not perform well under 
pressure and exam conditions) 
 
Hugely difficult. Some pupils leave studying to the last minute and will perform 
well on the day. It is difficult for teachers to estimate this as there might not be 
corresponding evidence through the year to support it. (e.g. I had a pupil last 
year at N5 Modern Studies who went from a D in his prelim to an A band 1 in 
the exam!) This is very difficult to estimate. 
 

7. What are the main concerns expressed by parents and young people 
and what actions would you like to see taken by the Scottish 
Government, the SQA or others to support parents and young people? 
 
Many pupils are disappointed their hard work for their assignments have gone 
unmarked. Pupils and parents genuinely have faith that the teachers will give 
students a fair grade however there is a great concern that SQA will change 
(lower) grades to fit statistics.  
 
There needs to be public reassurance that the SQA trust the decisions of the 
teachers. The EIS have supported this saying that they trust the professional 
judgements of teachers and SQA should do the same and let the pupils and 
parents know this- that grades will not be altered unless for a justifiable 
reason. Reason press coverage has fuelled public distrust in the SQA. 
 

8. Is it reasonable to expect that a cohort in a school is likely to perform 
similarly to the previous three years?  Are there any circumstances, 
subjects or qualifications where this may be unfair at a cohort level? 

Our Geography cohort this year is an exceptionally good one. We have 53% 
of pupils estimated on gaining A pass but our 3 year comaprison is 19%. How 
will this be viewed by SQA?? Will pupils be disadvantages because of 
statistical boundaries?? 

9. Overall, do you think the Scottish Government and SQA have taken the 
correct approach to certification given the physical closure of the 
schools?  Are there any benefits to certification based on teacher-
judgement? 

Yes as long as they trust the professional judgements of the teachers!! 

10. Do you have other suggestions on how to approach the challenges 
presented by this situation? 

 
Clear and open communication to all.  

 
Give pupils and parents a simple timeline of the full process involved.  
 
Clear information on the appeals process for both parents and teachers. 


